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This last sentence probably refers to the negotiations for
peace which had just begun at Lille; and in order to understand
the situation, it will be necessary for us again to cast a rapid
.glance over continental affairs. We have seen that in August
1796, Spain had been forced into an alliance with France, and
two months later into a war with England, and French states-
men then imagined that, having command of the Dutch and
Spanish navies as well as of their own, they would at last be
able to contend on equal if not superior terms with England
upon the sea. Wolfe Tone hoped that the Spanish fleet would
arrive in time to give an overwhelming strength to the expedi-
tion to Bantry Bay; but it was miserably equipped and manned,1
and it lingered long in the Mediterranean. Its appearance
there, in alliance with the French, obliged Admiral Jervis to
quit that sea, and led to the recovery of Corsica by the French,
and to the establishment of peace between France and Naples.
At last, on February 14, 1797, Jervis attacked and totally
defeated the Spaniards off Cape St. Vincent. The English were
far inferior to the enemy in the number of their ships and guns,
but the Spanish crews consisted chiefly of hastily draughted
landsmen, who were almost helpless in a naval battle; the
victory was won with less loss and less resistance than, perhaps^
any other of equal importance during the war, and from this
time the Spanish navy ceased to be a serious danger. Cadiz
was afterwards bombarded. A few prizes were captured, and
the war was carried on with various results against the colonies
of Spain. Trinidad, one of the richest of her West Indian
isles, was captured in February, but an attack upon Porto Rico
in April, and an attack upon Teneriffe in July, were both re-
pelled. The last expedition is memorable as the one great
failure of Nelson, and it was on this occasion that he lost his
right arm.

The career of victory which Buonaparte had pursued in
Italy in 1796 was still unbroken. In February 1797, Mantua,
the strongest Austrian fortress, surrendered, and the Pope was
compelled to sign a peace, ceding not only Avignon and the
Venaisin, but also Bologna, Ferrara, and the Romagna, placing
.Ancona in French hands till the close of the war, and paying a
1 See James's Naval History, ii. 47.